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On Nov. 6, Haiti's provisional electoral commission announced that presidential elections will
take place Dec. 17, ending speculation that the balloting would be delayed or that President Jean
Bertrand Aristide might postpone leaving office. Meanwhile, Aristide has named Claudette Antoine
Werleigh to be the new prime minister, following the resignation of Smarck Michel last Oct. 16.
In the Nov. 6 announcement, provisional electoral commission president Pierre Michel Sajous said
presidential elections will be held Dec. 17 and, should a runoff be necessary, it will take place Jan.
21. A one-week registration period for candidates began Nov. 3, followed by voter registration.
It will be the first time voters will register after they know who is running, which observers say
should increase the turnout. The campaign will run from Nov. 20 to Dec. 15. Final election results are
expected to be announced on Feb. 4 so the new president can take office on Feb. 7, when Aristide is
slated to step down.
Aristide, Haiti's first freely elected president, has served less than half of his term. Elected in
December 1990, he took office in February 1991 and was ousted less than eight months later in a
bloody military coup. He was restored to power in October 1994, following a US-led invasion (see
NotiSur, 9/23/95 and 10/14/95). Doubts had persisted about whether the election would be held,
with international observers reporting that preparations were moving extremely slowly. In addition,
Aristide's supporters were pressuring him to remain in office, citing his aborted first term. Aristide's
political movement, Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL), has not yet named its candidate, but
political observers predict that the Lavalas candidate, regardless of who it is, will likely win the
election easily.
Meanwhile, on Oct. 25, US Embassy spokesperson Stanley Schrager announced in Port-au-Prince
that US Sen. Jesse Helms (R-SC), head of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, had agreed
to unfreeze US$1.3 million in funds for the presidential elections. "Sen. Helms recognized the
importance of these elections for the transition to democracy in Haiti," said Schrager. Earlier, on
Oct. 18, Aristide convoked a special session of the legislature to name the new prime minister,
consider the budget, and debate the future of the army. The Senate and Chamber of Deputies,
which normally meet from January to May and June to September, have been in recess since
February, when the terms of all but nine senators expired. Since then, Aristide has been ruling by
presidential decree, while legislative elections for more than 2,000 local and parliamentary offices
were carried out.
On Nov. 5, the Aristide-controlled parliament approved Claudette Werleigh to be the new prime
minister. Former prime minister Michel resigned when the cabinet failed to support his plans for
privatization of nine state industries, a condition set by the international lending institutions for
obtaining more than US$100 million in aid and loans (see NotiSur, 10/20/95). Werleigh served as
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foreign minister before being named as prime minister. She headed the Washington Office on
Haiti during the military dictatorship following the 1991 coup. She has degrees in law, medical
technology, and adult education. After Werleigh's ratification by both the Chamber of Deputies and
the Senate, she received a required vote of confidence from Congress following an address in which
she outlined her plans for running the country.
In her address to Congress, Werleigh said her government's first objectives would be to organize
the upcoming presidential election and finish training the new civilian police force. Werleigh said
her priorities would be literacy, agrarian reform, increasing national production, and revitalizing
the tourism industry. Haiti, the Western Hemisphere's poorest nation, has an illiteracy rate of
more than 80% and is close to ecological collapse caused by years of unchecked deforestation.
Its industrial production and tourism have been crushed by decades of dictatorship and political
violence. Werleigh promised to enforce economic austerity and to fight against wasteful spending
and corruption while pursuing discussions with the international community on Haiti's economic
reform program. Samuel Madistin, vice-president of the Senate, criticized Werleigh for not being
more specific on the privatization issue in her address.
However, Werleigh appears willing to proceed on privatization, but on new terms, urging majority
state ownership for strategic industries and a national dialogue to find consensus. Nevertheless, the
US government was unwilling to wait. On Nov. 8, the Clinton administration announced its refusal
to release US$4.6 million in US Agency for International Development (USAID) funds because
of Haiti's failure to proceed with the privatizations. The new government was sworn in Nov. 7 at
a ceremony led by Aristide at the National Palace. "I tell the people who count on me, I count on
you too," said Werleigh, Haiti's first woman prime minister. "We cannot perform miracles. We
will listen. We cannot give you what you want right away." Demands on Werleigh's government
will be great as frustration over poverty and unemployment increase at the same time that the
local currency is losing value and critical foreign aid is being held up until the privatization issue is
resolved.
Just hours after the ceremony swearing in Haiti's new government, violence once again marred
the Haiti political scene when a member of Haiti's parliament was shot dead and another was
seriously wounded in a commando-style attack in a residential neighborhood of Port-au-Prince. The
slain politician, Jean Hubert Feuille, was a cousin of Aristide who had served in Aristide's security
force. He represented the southern town of Port Salut. The survivor, Deputy Gabriel Fortune, who
represents the neighboring town of Les Cayes, was hospitalized in serious condition. Both were new
members of Parliament elected on the Lavalas slate. Aristide condemned the attack and blamed
the ongoing violence in the country on former members of the now- disbanded military who have
still not been disarmed. (Sources: Inter Press Service, 10/25/95; Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/06/95;
Reuter, 10/18/95, 10/23/95, 11/05-07/95; Agence France-Presse, 10/18/95, 10/23/95, 10/25/95, 11/01/95,
11/05-07/95; Notimex, 11/07/95)
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